
GARY SILENT ABOUT |j
WILLIAMS' LETTER:

________
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i

Declines to Comment on Criti-!
elsm of Steel Corporation's

Price Policy.

WAS TOO BUSY TO REPLY j1

Only Statement Is Quotations i

Were Those Approved by i

Industrial Board. 1

Judge E. H. Gary, chairman of the j
directors o£ the United States Steel Cor-

poration, declined yesterday to comment i

on the severe criticism of the corpora-
tion's price policy, contained in a let- ^
ter written to him by John Skelton t

Williams, Comptroller of the Currency, 1

and given out In Washington for pub-
lioatlon.
"I do not care to comment on Mr.

Wllllams'a letter." he said, "except to
^ay mat prices 01 tno unitea ocute»

Steel Corporation were those approved
by the Industrial Board after all jthe
facts and figures were ascertained by
the Federal Trade Commission. Mr.
Williams Is familiar with all these ^
facta"
When seen yesterday at his home.

Fifth avenue, the Judge was resting
after the meeting of tno American Iron
and Steel Institute, of which he is
chairman. James A. Farrell, president
of the United States Steel Corporation,
was in conference with him there.
Mr. Williams's letter had been received,the Judge said, but had not

been answered because of the press of
important business during the last two
weeks.
The uncertainty surrounding the price

nnd wage situation in the steel Industry
was not abated one bit as a result of
Friday's meeting of the directors of the 1
American Iron and Steel Instltue. That
situation, which is of greatest interest
throughout the country, promises to con-
tinue as such. The failure of cuts made
by certain independent steel producers
to bring any important volume of new
business is looked on as decidedly lm-
portant.
The article in Tub New York Herald

of Friday showed that compound wage
advances from 1915 to the present time
mado by the United States Steel Corporationaggregated 150 per cent., and
when the final Increase waa granted last
year labor had risen to 50 cents an
hour in contrast to 19% cents an hour
beforo tho war. In the meantime prices
soarod. comimr down again to the 1916
level, where they started oefore the
wage Increases assumed importance. The
cost of living has declined until it is but
SO per cent, higher than it was at the
beginning of the wage increases in 1916.
Open market steel prices show that

within tho last month there has been
a very substantial drop, and comparisons
with the high record marks of 1920
show declines which reach in some instancesto nearly 50 per cent. The followingtable (with the larger figures
referring to long tons and the smaller
to hundredweights) ..hows the present
open market prices for steel products,
contrasted with those quoted for xthe
name products on January 26 and with
the high record of last year, as com-
piled by the Iron Age:

8TEEL.
High,

Feb. 22. Jan. 25. 1920.
Bllleis, Bessemer $35.50 $43.50 $58.00
Jtai's *17.00 *17.00 47.("i
Beams 2.15 2.05 3.75
Bars, soft 2.00 2.35 3.75
Plates, tank 2.15 2.05 3.75,
Sheets, black 4.10 4.53 7.50
Wire mills 3.10 3.25 4.50
Wire roils 52.00 57.00 75.00
Scrap lti.00 10.00 20.00;

IRON.
Bars, Philadelphia... $2.70 $2.70 $4.15:

PIG IKON.
Valley, basic $23.00 $30.00 $48.50
Bessemer 28.90 33.96 50.40
The average price of eight principal

Iron and steel products, as quoted by
the iron Age, declined during the last
week to $59.98, against $61.72 in the
preceding week and $64.86 a month
earlier. The present average, consequently,shows a decline of more than
7\ii per cent. In the last month. The
high mark of the average In 1920 was
$85.02, making the current prlco equivalentto a decline of approximately 29 per
cent. Compared with the August. 1913.
average, a typical prewar level, the currentfigure shows an advance of about
65 per cent. «

The decline for the current week was
caused by further drops In plates, beams
and bars and a $5 a ton drop In Bessemer
billets. The prices quoted by the United
{States Steel Corporation, however, are
still the base prices adopted by that
corporation and other producers In
March, 1919, when the conference with
the Redfleld board was held. The corporationhas adhered steadfastly to those
prices ever since, notwithstanding first
big Increases, then big cuts by Independentproducers.

Important users of steel Insist that
the corporation's prices must come down,
and some of them suggest even further
fiitn hv lnd<>n«indAnt maniifar»tiir»r«
Unless drastic reductions In steel prices
be made, one of them declared yesterday,
the foreign trade of the United States Is
bound to suffer. Only recently, he
pointed out, Belgium was uhle to under*,
bid the American manufacturers on an
jnquiry for locomotives for China by
something like 20 per cent.

BIO LATIN AMERICAN TRADE.
Flgnrea Show It Is One-fourth of

All t. S. Foreign Ilnslnras.
Washington. Feb. ^6..Trade with

l.atln-Amerlca Is Increasing rapidly and
now constitutes one-fourth of all the
foreign commerce of the United States,
said a statement Issued to-day at the
Department of Commerce.
Trade with I,atln America in 1920

amounted to $3.378.185,567, against
12,332,72s,979 In 1919, a total incrcuse
of 4."> per cent, over any previous year,

Banish the CAUSE
or '

Beware the Effect
Civilization teaches respect for Causes.

I o day we know that if we harbor rats
or vermin we invite disease.for these
cr^ninre.i rie the only link between our
selves and the dark, unclean holes where
germs exist.
March is the breeding month. The

menace will be increased. Get at the
cause to-day.
Our positive GUARANTEED processIs the most inexpensive because it is

ure. Without inconvenience we remove(he cause completely.we GUARANTEEit.
Investigate Phone for complete particularsof our invaluable service.

Guarantee Exterminating Company
500 FIFTH AVENUE OUA^ANTE%D

i.TTTbt VERMIN\tXTlRMIN*TION\
(

>'alue of exports increased 59 per cent.
ind imports 35 per cent., Forty-two per
ent. of the total trade last year was

vith Europe, the statement said, and 19
)cr cent, with the Fnr East. Exports to
ind Imports from Canada constituted 12
>er cent, of the totRl American trade,
vhile 2 per cent, of the total was with
Africa.

STOCK EXCHANGE NEWS.
Suspended for insolvency.On Februiry21, 1921, Uerrick & Bennett.
Memberships posted for transfer.

Laurent Oppenhelm to Lars g. Potter;
iponsors, Marcus Goodbody, William J.
C. Vanston. N. Leslie Carpenter to
Dermis J. Pierce; sponsors, Stewart
Waller. William F. Stafford. Alfred J.
Etomary to James S. Gross; sponsors,
William K. Burns, William A. Bramey.
Changes In firms.Charles D. Barney

t Co., special, Henry Sanderson, reared.Worthlngton, Bellows & Co.,
ipectal, S. Chester Crobaugh, retired.
New qddrcss.Nash & Co., Ill Broadway.
Branch ofllccs.J. S. Baehe & Co.,

\ttlca, Ind., discontinued; James E.
Bennett & Co., Springfield. 111., dlseon;inued;Logan & Bryan (new) West
Baden, Ind., J. 3. McLean, manager.
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CHINESE SEEK NEW1
RESORT IN PORTLAND"

w
hi

Steel Bound Room for Gam- ti

biers and Underground t

Passages.
_______
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Tunnel From Old Quarters «u
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Even Has Cemeteries tt

Along- Its Walls. w

«

Portland, Ore.. Fob. 26..Two hours
of hard work with crowbar and hammer
on the part of policemen in a recent *

Chinatown raid failed to gain admittanceto the steel room In which Chins: a

Louie and a party of seven other Chinese b'
were said to be conducting a game of w

fan tan.
The alleged gamblers, when they had 11

hy Y<
]
A

ie past few years the one cc
dency in the automobile bi
n toward the well-built, s<
it weight six-cylinder car.

c and manufacturer alike h
lis type of car as best suii
need for pleasant, reliable ar
1 transportation.
r back as six years ago, Oai
UU^IIUWIV IU^ piUUULUUll L

of this kind.
out interruption since, it h
ts energies on refining and
nal model.a model that w;
the start.

ore Power in the Oak
the Oakland Sensible Six c;

i * i * 1 i

i without rival in the \vorl<
Dined efficiency and low c<

igine is of overhead-valve
dearly demonstrated as sup<
all airplane and facing ca

Oakland engine delivers m
hers of similar size becaus
lve cylinder is the neare;
rcial approach to the idea
amber.
k burning of the fuel, sms

ses, unobstructed passage rrf
ed all-over surfaces furthe
pnru
V.IIVJ
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V YORK HERALD, St
»«tr fill of the sensation of being in 11
l© Interior of a boiler that was being v

iveted, opened the doors with difficulty, I
he heavy hammers had nearly made C
lein prisoners by Jamming the looks. '1
At police headquarters Clung L#oule. r

hlle counting bail from a stack of '

undrcd dollar bills, Informed the police e

rnt some one had spent 510,000 in fit-
ng up the room for a gambling den. *

he place measured forty feet square,
he walls were of quarter Inch steel, '

tid the doors of the same material. 'fGalleries had been built around the c
aus in oroer mat spectators might aatch the game from that vantage 0otnt. In the centre of the room a large aible at times resembled a garden, there p
as so much "long green" stacked on ^
a surface. Efforts of the police to rscertain who was owner of tho den a
ere unsuccessful. It is well known
tat the men who were "pjnehed" were jut hirelings of some Chinese boss who
ields great power among Ills followers.
Dlecovery of The Iron room surprised i
een some of the oldttmers on the police t
jroe. Such places were tnlked of, but ,i
ach an elaborate layout above ground j
ras not known to exist. o
It Is well known, however, that there tl

re numerous secret passages and dens
eneath the Portland business centre v
hich the foot of wh te man has never i
od ; or, if so desecrated, tho white man n
as never returned to tell the talc. Po- 'I
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Ice In lighter moods tell of the tunnel
fhleli connects old Chinatown, near
'olice Headquarters, with the new
'hlnatown north of Uurnside street,
'his tunnel, which is said to pas9 beieaththe main business portion of the
ity. Is thought to have rooms and even
emoteties along its walls.

ir.ui.ii. 11 Hum any mier-
erence from the Occidental officer* of
ie law. the Chinese have their own
ourts of law. Criminals against their
ode, when punished, are not haled beorethe white man's tribunal. As conluslveevidence, examine the dockets of
ny court in an attempt to find where
>ne Chinese has Issued a complaint
guinst another, say the police. Quick
xecution, under the busy life of downownPortland, is said to have been
neted out to many men, while milady
hopped above.

JAUGHTERS BROTHER-IN-LAW.
SPfiiNOKiei-D, Mo., Feb. 2s..John

iurris. Brandsville, farmer, Thursday
lecame the brother-in-law of his own
laughter through a double wedding,
lurris also becomes the brother-in-law
if his son-lnlaw, who In turn becomes
lie brother-in-law of his fathor-ln-law.
Burrls, 43. married Pearl Hawkins, 28.

chile his daughter, Kuth Burris, 15,
rial*lied Oscar Hawkins, 30. Kuth la
iow a sister-in-law of her stepmother,
'he two couples will live together.
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CHILDREN RETURN
TO CLASS ROOMS

Falling Wages for Office Buysj;
and Stenographers One Tin-

portant Cause. i

INCREASE OF 1.500.00011
1<<

of Teachers Deplored.

i'
Chicago, Feb. 26..Tl)e office boy 1b

going back to echool. Fourteen, 15 and .

16-year-old girl stenographers are rc- f

entering high school. Falling wages in f

the industrial and commercial world are J
sending boys and girls, thousands on .

thousands of them, into the class rooms
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they left when war-elevated salaries
lured them away.
Increase in school membership in the

Lulled State- during 1920-21 Is approximately1,500,000 over 1910-20, accordingto a surtey just completed here by
;he Better Schools Service, a bureau of
the American Federation of Teachers.
In the large cities the survey ahows the
increase lias averaged 10 per cent., althoughtfie figure for the whole nation is
earcr 7.5 per cent, owing to the decline

In efficiency of the rural school. The
sumption of immigration is responsible

lor a large part of this Increase, the reportshows. New York and Chicago havingbeen forcen to set up extra quarters
ailed "steamer rooms" for the newly
arrived foreign children.
"Estimates show that the 20,00<\000

figure for the present school membershipof the nation must be increased hy
1,500,000 at least," said William T. Mc-
oy, cnairnmn or tne ocuer rscnoois «er/i<He continuod:
"Immigrants s<-nd their children to

»f'i"ol as quickly as they land. They
ihow more avidity for education than
lid their predecessors in the years before
he war. But the greatest rush Is
imeng the boys and girls tvho quit
ichool to tako advantage of high wages
n industry- Now the war inflation is
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9
*one these young people *1,- swarming
hue It into high school to lit themselves
for work other than manual labor.
"A greuter proportion of children from

the homes of skilled and manual laborersare seeking higher ertiputlon than
ever before, due to the fact that both
parents and children often worked ,

htgli v ages during the war period v.jMk
the idea of spending accumulated money
In further schooling for the children.
This is shown in the l ot that 'the
heaviest proportional gain ha^ been in
high schools whero this age is represented.

"Tile greatest rusli of .UP,. .11 )
taxed the already overcrowded schools
to the limit. In large < iti*-« and In minjing and Industrial centres schools ate
overpupiled and underteachefed to the
point where the work done 's bitterly
unfair to the children. The Increase in
attendance has come at 11 time when the
number of teachers '*> decreasing and
when the building of schools has stopped.
Authorities agree that the best work can
be done I:, school W.ion there la Ime
teachef Jor every 2.7 pupil*. and yet the
average for the 15 largest American
cities la over 36 pupils a teacher. Phllajidelphia having 46, Chicago If: St. Louts
and Milwaukee to. »« Ttjrk 2' jp>m
Angeles 37, Xeccnrk 8ts, Haltimore 36
and Detroit 35. These av rages will
grow much higher, for the increase In
numbers of pupils i-annot bo matched by( buildings now proposed."
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